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Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-25 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 16-25 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [3 Claim(s) 1-15 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-15, drawn to Figs 1-3, classified in class 361, subclass 683. 

II. Claim 16-24, drawn to Figs 1-3, classified in class 29, subclass 832. 

III. Claim 25, drawn to Figs 1-3, classified in class 29, subclass 739. 

2. Inventions II and I are related as process of making and product made. The 
inventions are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) that the 
process as claimed can be used to make other and materially different product or (2) 
that the product as claimed can be made by another and materially different process 
(MPEP § 806.05(f)). In the instant case the method does not require external walls of 
apparatus. 

3. Inventions III and I are related as process of making and product made. The 
inventions are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) that the 
process as claimed can be used to make other and materially different product or (2) 
that the product as claimed can be made by another and materially different process 
(MPEP § 806.05(f)). In the instant case the method not required to manufacture article 
since method can be performed by hand. 

4. During a telephone conversation with Michael Verga on 2/8/2005 a provisional 
election was made with traverse to prosecute the invention of group I, claims 1-15. 
Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this Office action. 
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Claims 16-25 withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1.142(b), 
as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

5. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 

6. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction 
for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 1-7, 9-11, 13-15 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Yu (Patent # 5,564,930). With respect to claim 1, Yu teaches a chassis (12) for an 
electronic device (10), comprising: a plurality of exterior walls f (as shown in Fig 1) joined 
to each other to form a partially-assembled chassis, wherein at least a portion of one 
exterior wall is vacated (Fig 3, hole between screws 72 on rear wall 22), and a plurality 
of interchangeable access panels (Fig 2 element 50, Fig 5 element 90) each adapted to 
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be removably attached to the partially-assembled chassis so as to occupy at least a 
portion of the exterior wall vacancy (Column 3, Lines 49-52; Column 4 Lines 61-65), 
wherein each such access panel has a unique configuration of one or more apertures 
each providing operational access to components housed in the chassis, whereby a 
completely-assembled chassis is attained by removably attaching any of the plurality of 
interchangeable access panels to the partially-assembled chassis. (Placing either panel 
50 or 90 in the partially vacated exterior wall will result in a completely assembled 
chassis as illustrated in Fig 1) 

9. With respect to claim 2, Yu further teaches an interlocking system comprising at 
least one interlocking mechanism (68, 72) operably positioned at one or more locations 
in one or more of the partially-assembled chassis and each of the plurality of 
interchangeable access panels (tabs 58, 60, 62, 64, 66), wherein each interlocking 
mechanism is adapted to detachably secure at least a portion of a selected 
interchangeable access panel to the partially-assembled chassis. (Column 3, Lines 49- 
52) 

10. With respect to claim 3, Yu further teaches that the configurations of one or more 
operational access apertures comprises one or more of the group comprising: at least 
one port aperture (98, 100); at least one expansion slot aperture (106); at least one 
power supply aperture; and at least one ventilation apertures. 

1 1 . With respect to claim 4, the teachings of the computer of Yu being a server is 
implicit in that the definition of a server (a computer in a network that is used to provide 
services (i.e. as access to files or shared peripherals or the routing of e-mail) to other 
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computers in the network) allows the computer of Yu to act as a server if desired by the 
user 

12. With respect to claim 5, Yu further teaches that the electronic device is a 
personal computer (Column 3, Lines 8-10). 

13. With respect to claim 6, Yu further teaches a plurality of access panels (50, 90) 
each access panel is adapted to be removably attached (via tabs 58, 60, 62, 64) to a 
partially-assembled chassis (As illustrated in Fig 7) to occupy at least a portion of a 
vacant portion (Fig 3, area between apertures 72) of an exterior wall, and wherein each 
access panel (50, 90) comprises a configuration of at least one aperture (i.e. Fig 5, 98, 
100, 106, etc) each constructed and arranged to provide operational access to 
components mounted in the chassis, (i.e. Fig 3 accessory card 17). 

14. With respect to claim 7, Yu further teaches an interlocking system comprising at 
least one interlocking mechanism (68, 72) operably positioned at one or more locations 
in either or both the partially-assembled chassis and each of the plurality of 
interchangeable access panels (tabs 58, 60, 62, 64, 66), wherein each interlocking 
mechanism is adapted to detachably secure at least a portion of a selected 
interchangeable access panel to the partially-assembled chassis. (Column 3, Lines 49- 
52) 

1 5. With respect to claim 9, Yu further teaches that each configuration of at least one 
operational access aperture comprises a combination of one or more characteristics of 
aperture size, dimensions, quantity, orientation, relative position, location, and type of 
supported operational access. (As illustrated in Fig 5, i.e. 94 is capable of connecting a 
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keyboard, and 102 a parallel cable, and the location of 94 differs from the location of 
106) 

16. With respect to claim 10, Yu further teaches that the configuration of one or more 
operational access apertures (50, 90) of at least one of the interchangeable each 
access panels comprises: at least one port aperture. (Fig 5, 98, 100, etc) 

1 7. With respect to claim 1 1 , Yu further teaches that the configuration of one or more 
operational access apertures (50, 90) of at least one of the interchangeable each 
access panels comprises: at least one expansion slot aperture. (Fig 5, 106) 

1 8. With respect to claim 13, Yu fails to specifically teach the use of one ventilation 
aperture. However inherently any of the unused apertures (i.e. 106) can act as a 
means to ventilate the internal components of the chassis with ambient air. 

1 9. With respect to claim 14, Yu fails to specifically teach that the electronic device is 
a server, however the mere definition of a server (a computer in a network that is used 
to provide services (as access to files or shared peripherals or the routing of e-mail) to 
other computers in the network) allows the computer of Yu to act as a server if desired 
by the user. 

20. With respect to claim 15, Yu further teaches that the electronic device is a 
personal computer (Column 3, Lines 8-10). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

21. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

22. Claims 8 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yu. With respect to claim 8, Yu teaches the use of interchangeable access panels as 
described in claim 6 above, but fails to teach that the vacant portion (area between 
apertures 72) comprises an entire exterior wall. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to extend the vacant space of 
Yu to comprise the entire back wall of the chassis, and to further extend the 
interchangeable access panels (50, 90) to fill the larger vacated space to accommodate 
more ports and expansion slots. 

23. With respect to claim 12, while Yu does not specifically teach that the power 
supply aperture (Fig 1, 20) be on an interchangeable panel, Yu clearly teaches 
providing other apertures be on interchangeable panels (50,90). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to allow for 
the power supply to be interchangeable in addition to the other apertures to increase the 
versatility of the device. Additionally interchangeability of components would allow for 
quick and easy replacement of worn or damaged parts. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Zachary M. Pape whose telephone number is 571-272- 
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2201 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thur. & every other Fri. 
(8:00am - 5:00pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynn Feild can be reached at 571-272-2092. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




ZMP 




